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Law enforcement officials worked to gather evidence and untangle the complex story of Sunday’s fatal shooting at the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas. 


BY JIM VERTUNO 
Associated Press 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEXAS 

Aman dressed in black tacti- 
cal-style gear and armed with an 
assault rifle opened fire inside a 
church in a small South Texas 
community on Sunday, killing 
26 people and wounding at least 
16 others in what the governor 
called the deadliest mass shoot- 
ing in the state’s history. The 
dead ranged in age from 5 to 72 
years old. 

Authorities didn’t identify the 
attacker during a news confer- 
ence Sunday night, but two 
other officials - one a U.S. offi- 


cial and one in law enforcement 
-identified him as Devin Kelley. 
They spoke to The Associated 
Press on the condition of ano- 
nymity because they weren’t 
authorized to discuss the in- 
vestigation. 

The U.S. official said Kelley 
lived in a San Antonio suburb 
and didn’t appear to be linked to 
organized terrorist groups. In- 
vestigators were looking at so- 
cial media posts Kelley made in 
the days before Sunday’s attack, 
including one that appeared to 
show an AR-15 semiautomatic 
weapon. 

In a brief statement, the Pen- 
tagon confirmed he had served 
in the Air Force “at one point.” 


Air Force spokeswoman Ann 
Stefanek said records show that 
Kelley served in Logistics Read- 
iness at Holloman Air Force 
Base in New Mexico from 2010 
until his discharge. The date of 
his discharge and the circum- 
stances under which he left the 
service were not immediately 
available. 

At the news conference, the 
attacker was described only as a 
white man in his 20s who was 
wearing black tactical gear and 
a ballistic vest when he pulled 
into a gas station across from 
the First Baptist Church around 
11:20 a.m. 
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NICK WAGNER AP 


Carrie Matula (left) said she heard the shooting from the gas station 


where she works a block away. 


Trump to shift focus 
in N. Korea dispute 


BY JONATHAN LEMIRE 
AND JILL COLVIN 


Associated Press 


TOKYO 

After easing into his Asian 
debut with golf and a taste of 
home, President Donald Trump 
is trying to put a human face on 
North Korea’s menace, hearing 
from anguished families of Japa- 
nese citizens snatched by Pyon- 
gyang’s agents. 

Trump’s meeting Monday 
promises to elevate these heart- 
wrenching tales of loss to the 
international stage as he hopes 


to pressure North Korea to end 
its provocative behavior toward. 
American allies in the region. 
North Korea has acknowl- 
edged apprehending 13 Japanese 
in the 1970s and 1980s, but 
claims all those captives have 
died or been released. But in 
Japan, where grieving relatives 
of the abducted have become a 
symbol of heartbreak on the 
scale of American POW fam- 
ilies, the government insists 
nearly 50 people were taken - 
and believes some may be alive. 
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A busy construction 
season in KC is coming to 
an end. 4A 
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Voters have plenty to 
decide — including 
mayoral races. 10A 


Lawrence grapples 
with surge in violence 


BY JOE ROBERTSON 


jrobertson@kestar.com 


It takes barely half an hour. 
Anyone in this East Topeka 
neighborhood surrounding Pas- 

tor Tracy Smith’s church can 
load into a car, jump on In- 
terstate 70 and escape to down- 
town Lawrence, seemingly in 
minutes. 

She knows what fun there is 
in Lawrence, the college town. 
She and her husband used to 
live there. A son of hers was a 
Jayhawk. 

“I love Lawrence,” she says. 


She also sees up close here in 
Topeka’s Ripley Park neigh- 
borhood the young men and 
teenagers whom some Law- 
rence residents fear. 

She sees many of them with 
guns. “They’re readily avail- 
able,” she said. “They carry 
them for protection or retal- 
iation. You put a gun in some- 
one’s hands, and you get angry 
— every action has a reaction.” 

On Oct. 1 some 100 people 
out on Massachusetts Street 
after midnight scattered in ter- 
ror when an altercation 
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